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Importance of
Preschool Vision Screening: 6 Reasons

Preschool vision screening is important for at least the following 6 reasons:

1.

Research suggests that 1 in 10 to 20 young children will have vision disorders that can
lead to permanent vision impairments, including amblyopia (lazy eye), strabismus (lazy
eye, misaligned eyes), and abnormal refractive errors, such as hyperopia, myopia,
astigmatism, and anismetropia). If these disorders are detected and treated early,
preferably before a child reaches age 5, many can be corrected.2,5."2

. Early detection and treatment increases a child’s chances of achieving good treatment

outcomes.?

. Professional experience indicates that oftentimes parents are unaware that their

children have difficulty seeing clearly; thus, many vision problems are undetected by
parents.>*

. Young children are unaware of how they should see,* typically cannot tell adults they

have blurred vision, and must rely on adults to detect their vision problems. For
example, a 5-year-old child who failed his Kindergarten vision screen in West Virginia,
when asked by his mother why he did not tell her he could not see clearly, said, “I didn’t
know.”

. Typically no pain is involved with vision problems.*

. Children do not “outgrow” amblyopia and strabismus.
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